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EMINENT SIRS AND SIR KNIGHTS: 


The Joint Conclave at Boston, on January 16, was an outstanding suc- 
cess. Well over 200, including a class of 69 candidates from 13 Com- 
manderies, witnessed a most impressive rendition of the Orders of Red 
Cross and Malta in full form, by Boston Commandery and De Molay Com- 
mandery, respectively. I am sure that all who were there will agree 
that a joint Conclave of this kind is well worth the effort and time 
spent in preparation and execution. It would be impossible to express 
our thanks and appreciation, individually, to all those who so gener- 
ously participated. However, I do wish to express our gratitude to 
Em. Sir George Locus of Boston Commandery and Em. Sir Malcolm B., Reed 
of De Molay Commandery, for their cooperation in agreeing to furnish 
their Red Cross and Malta Teams for this occasion, To Em. Sir James 
S.W. Robers, for a most impressive performance as Sovereign Masters 

to Em, Sir Clarence R. Davis, for an excellent job as Prior of his 
Malta Team; to Em. Sir James C, Bailey, director of the Red Cross Team; 
to Rt. Em, Sir George A, Weeks, who arranged for the excellent dinner 
and took care of all of the arrangements; to Rt. Em. Sir Robert Gard- 
iner Wilson, Jr., fer his inspiring message; to all of these «= my sine 
cere thanks for an outstanding job, well done. 


The Commanderies present, with their respective number of candidates 
are as follows? 


Boston No. 2 ai candidates Trinity No. 32- 2 candidates 
Newburyport No. 3 © Ms Natick No. 33 = 2 i 
DeMolay No. 7 “1, #" Olivet No. 36 = 2 o 
Calvary No. 13 =e Athol No. 37 <1 : 

Old Colony No. 15 «#] Orange No, 5 @ 2 Ny 

Hugh de Payens No. 20 =5 " Ivanhoe No. liée12 
Berkshire No. 22 a2 0 


The plans are now complete for the Knights Templar Ball to be held on 
Saturday, April 2, at the Statler-Hilton Hotel, Boston. Our Ladies 
have begun to anticipate this annual event, Let us not disappoint them. 
Tickets are now available through your perennial Secretary of the Pre- 
siding Council's Club, Sir Kt. Harola L, Burr, 176 Mark Tree Road, 
Needham, Mass. 


‘ 

We regret to announce the passing of our Auditor, Em.Sir Hurlbut L. 
Plummer on January 27. He has worked closely with Grand Commandery 
for a great many years, and will be sorely missed. 

Courteously yours, 

ELLIOTT N. HOLLEY, Grand Commander 
NOTE: 
The Commaniers of the following Commanderies have not reported the 
Christmas Offering and Good Cheer Fund: #4, 5, 12, 13, 17, 20, 23, 27, 


21, 32, 3h, 37, 38, O, 46, k7 and 52, This report ig cach ken 


bee es ee be OOO 2960. elie) ee Paget 


Your Grand Recorder has been requested several times vecently to give 
information regarding early Temp.asy in Massachusetts, Following are 
excerpts from the Earliest History of our Orders: 


The introduction of Templar Masonry into New England, and its develop- 
ment into its present form and efficiency, with its organization,ritual, 
and tactics, are subjects of absorbing interest. Its introduction into 
Boston is a matter of record, and its development here may be clearly 
traced, 


October 1, 1768, several regiments of British soldiers errived in Bos- 
ton. Among them were the hth Regiment (Irish), in which Army Lodge, 
No, 58, was held, and the 29th Regiment (Irish), in which Army Lodge, 
No. 322, was held. In the second week of November, 1768, the 6h.th 
Regiment (Irish), in whichwas held Army Lodge, No. 106, also arrived, 
These Army Lodges brought to Boston a knowledge of the Order of the 
Temple, 


They readilyaffiliated, or held Masonic intercourse, with the Lodge of 
St. Andrew, of Boston, which received its charter from Scotland and 
worked under the "Ancient" system, as these Army Lodges did. August 
28, 1769, nearly a year after the arrival of the British troops, a 
Royal Arch Lodge was formed, and worked, during the years of its exis- 
tence, under the supposed authority of the charter of the Lodge of St, 
Andrew. The record of the first meeting is preserved, and from it we 
learn that ten Brothers were then present, of whom six were soldiers 
and four were members of the Lodge of St. Andrew.” British soldiers 
were chosen as the first three officers of the Lodge, which seems to 
imply that soldiers were its moving spirits and were best enabled to do 
the work, William Davis, a Past-Master, and a member of Army Lodge, 
No. 58, received the four steps, viz., "hat of Excellent, Super-Ex- 
cellent, Royal Arch, and KNIGHT TEMPLAR", 


We next find that the Orders were conferred upon Paul Revere December 11, 
1769 and upon General Joseph Warren May 1, 1770.° March 20, 1789, Ben- 
jamin Hurd, Jr. was received, and being accepted, he was accordingly 
made a Knight Templar in this Royal Arch Lodge.’ May 28, 1789, Elisha 
Sigourney "received the degrees to a Knight Templar Mason. Both of 
these men became members of Boston Encampment.” These facts prove that 
the same system of degrees prevailed in 1789 and in 1769 and the so- 
called Royal Arch Lodge was to all intents and purposes a Royal Templar 
Body as well, though having no authority for its work only the charter 
of St.Andrew A.F, & A.M, 


Records inform us that this Royal Arch Lodge was first called "Chapter" 
in the records July 26, 1792, but the name was not in general use until 
Januery 30, 179). It was not called St. Andrew's Chapter until May mL 
1797; nor was this name in common use until November 15 of the same 
year (history of St. Andrew's Chapter, pages 53 and 54). In 179}, the 
Knights Templar degree is mentioned for the last time in the records of 
the Royal Arch Lodge and this date undoubtedly marks the beginning of 
Templary_as an organization distinct from the Royal Arch Lodge (Idem 
on page 57). 

October 21, 1790 a committee was appointed to procure an engraved plate 
ror printing summonses for the use of the Lodge. This plate, still da 
existence, bears the well known emblems of the Order of the Temoie and 
an imprint also shows that Sir Benjamin Hurd, Jr. was the designer, 


1,000 in 1960 ee 
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The form of certificate issued by the Lodge is another proof of ths 
repeated acknowledgement of Templar Masonry. Upon it are enumerated 
the several degrees of "Excellent, Super-Excellent, Royal Arch and 
Knight Templar, It is thus proven that the Orders of Knighthood were 
cherished and worked in the Royal Arch Lodge as long as the Royal Arch 
Lodge had an existence. Probably they were subsequently worked in the 
Chapter until the time when a Templar Bodywas instituted. From August 
28, 1769 until 1794, possibly later, the Order of Knights Templar was 
worked without chartered authority or organized form, The knowledge 
of the ritual was at no time lost, 


After the close of the Revolutionary War the higher degrees began to 
be worked by regularly constituted bodies; and Chapters and Commander- 
des were organized upon a permanent basis, The Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island was organized May 6, 1805. This is the oldest Grand Commandery 
in the United States and the only Grand Commandery whose jurisdiction 
comprises two states, 


The Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States of America 
was organized June 22, 1816, , 


Various interpretations based upon historical evidence have been ad- 
vanced to show that chivalric Freemasonry is the lineal descendant of 
the Ancient Templars, The noble principles for which the Ancient Tem- 
plars fought are the same principles for which the modern Order stands 
loyally today. The Commandery of Knights Templars is closely inter- 
woven with the history of: chivalry and takes us back to the days when 
Knighthood was in flower, The Ancient Templars stood the test of cene 
turies, their faith is our faith, their work and hopes are ours, Their 
memory is our incentive to drive on to the full accomplishment of the 
purposes for which they and we were formed. We exist today in memory 
of our ancient fraters whose deeds of charity and pure’ beneficenee 
have spread their fame both far and wide 


The modern history of our Order is the record of the accomplishments 

of Christian gentlemen who have made Templary something abundantly 
worth while to men. Freemasonry, out of its glorious past, with its 
present potential forces, should be a challenge to every Brother in 

the Blue Lodge and to every Companion in the Chapter, to seek the 

orders that will entitle him to enjoy the Fellowship of Knights Templar. 


Space does not allow a complete history. 


Signed 
GEORGE A, WEEKS, Grand Recorder 


Excerpt from a letter received by Em.Sir Carl Moors of Bethlehem #432 
We wish to acknowledge receipt of your most generous check from your 
Christmas Fund. This money is being put to immediate use in our re - 

search program, It is one of the nicest things I can conceive of having 

the voluntary support of kind people like yourself, May I on behalf of 

the children, thank you, andthrough you the members of yow Organizettor 

who helped to make this contribution possible", William $, Koster 
Ex.Secy, Jimmy Fund, 

g Have you made your report yet?? 


WHAT ABOUT THE SIXTISL? PAZ. ip: 


1960 starts a new decade! What will be its effect on membership in 
your Commandery and in our Grand Commandery? Of course this can't be 
foretold. We can,however, look back and see what we have done with the 
last 10 years--the ten-year period ended with 1959. In that period our 
Grand Commandery had a net gain of 1,760 members, a little over 13%. 
Thirty-five Commanderies had an increase in membership totaling 2,162, 
but 15 commanderies had losses totaling 02 to produce the net change. 
What did your Commandery do? Here is a list of all Commanderies in or- 
der of their membership change during the 10-year period: 


: 1949 1959 Increase 1949 1959 Ircrease 
Hugh de Payens 351 589 238 Milford 147 VOT) “A207 7 
De Molay 572 ‘806 234 Winslow Lewis 187 204 17 
Boston 1,035 1,216 181 Beauseant 312 826 14 
Natick 108 263 864155 Trinity 173 186 13) 
Sutton 404 553 «149 Palestine 197 205 8 
Gethsemane 358 487 229 St. Paul 104 110 6 
Worcester County 628 716 86988 ConnoValley 136 141 5 
Reading 236 317 81 Springfield 512 514 2 
Ivanhoe 180 255 15 — 
Haverhill 324 386 62 Bacrease 
Jerusalem 234 296 62 Northampton 117 114 3 
Newburyport 247 302 55 AthoL 132 127 5 
01d Colony 156 211 55 Holy Sepulchre 363 352 11 
Berkshire 212 265 53 Bethany 158 147 11 
St. Andrew 108 161 53 Orange 74 62 12 
Woonsocket 29 pigat 52 Cambridge 162 142 20 
Coeur de Lion 322 368 46 Quincy 321 300 21 
Olivet 396 442 46 Bay State 397 372 25 
Temple 145 191 46 St. Omer 332 804 28 
Bristol 220 263 43 Washington ~~ 129 160 29 
Cyprus 124 2159 35 Pilgrim 317 286 31 
South Shore 136 163 27 Sir Galahad 199 159 40 
Thos Smith Webb 164 189 25 St. John?s 647 606 41 
Godfrey deBouillon 99 22 23 Joseph Warren 222 160 62 
Betnlehem 145 168 23 Calvary 677 614 63 
Narragansett 166 187 21 +ais 7 4 
St. Bernard %5 95 20 nae plaid pola ae 


What did your Commandery do with ten precious years? Are you proud of 
its accomplishment? Each year we stress the toll of deaths, demits and 
ant ee and urge greater effort in acquiring new members. Too of- 
ae he warnings are shrugged off as meant for someone else, We cantt 
pe cold facts, Here are ten years of "good times" as compared with 
spression years, yet 15 Commanderies show a net loss in membership} 


Of course there are some encouraging gains. The first 5 Commanderies 
pe Spe totaling 957, or over half of the total gain for our Grand 
eae 20) Wey can't all Commanderies do as well? Is there lack of 
fies 2 ae A few weeks ago a Commander told/me that he didn't be- 
ey ae Hs being door bells and getting candidates" because the mem- 
a i ne in that manner show little interest in commandery work 
i Ht ances He said he would be satisfied with just four new neme- 
ie . is year if they would take an active part in Commandery work. 
His Commandery lost 3, members last year by deaths and demits.) In the 


WHAT ABCUT THE SIXTIBS? 2 
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long run such an attitude would result in little more than enough mem- 


bers in his Commandery to put on the work. 
J 


In the York Rite thsre are many members whose principal interest is in 
the Blue Lodge, the Ghapter, theSouncil or the Shrine, Shouid we deny 
membership in our Order to Masons who may be more interested in one of 
the other bodies? Should we refuse to accept petitions from men woo 
want to use the Commandery as a way to the Shrine? We can't and stoeuld! 
n't expect all new members to be keenly interested in Commandery work, 
but this does not mean that we should not seek new members and try to 
interest them in our work and in supporting the principles for which we 
stand, We need members to assure our continued existence, to build 

our Order with its influence for good, and to help finance the cost of 
our work both within and without the asylum. 


Templary provides a common association for Christian Masons. It unites 
men of different sreeds in a gingle organization that supports and 
practices our great Christian teachings, As individuals we often may 
be ineffective in our efforts to sustain and promote the Christian 
principles in which we believe. "In unity there is strength", By ine 
creasing our membership we are strengthening an organization which thru 
its group influence and action can surpass our individual efforts. To 
be a Commandery member yourself is good, but not good enough. You 
should try constantly to get others to share the pleasures and respon-= 
sibilities of membership. To be more effective we must grow, Chris- 
tian Masons need the Commandery =- the Commandery needs all Christian 
Masons. 

J. Leroy Jones, Director 

Membership Progress and Publicity 
DEMITS 
Last month our message was "suspensions", This month let us consider 
demits, 
There are, of course, some cases where a request for a demit must be 
granted and where nothing can be done to avoid it. For example, if a 
member of your Commandery were to move to Chicago it is his prerogative 
to request a demit to enable him to join a commandery there. With such 
requests we are not concerned, but rather with those members who, for 
One reason or another, have apparently lost interest and have therefore 
requested a demit. We feel that much can and should be done with these 
members and a demit issued oniy when it has been conclusively estab- 
lished that there is no other alternative. When a member of your Com- 
mandery requests a demit he should be personally interviewed,and at 
once,by the Commander or the Recorder. In some cases it may be that 
some close personal friend may be better sable to achieve some results, 
bub generally speaking it should bo the duty of the Commander to see 
him. In any event tt reasons for the request should be explored. If 
you find he is obviously financially unabie to pay dues your Comman- 
dery Gan vote to remit them and to take his dues out of its charity 
fund. Some commanderies have done this for years and all ahculd do so, 
If, however, it develops that the reason is "lack of interest” perhaps 
it may be either that the meetings of your commandery may have beon une 
intsresting, or that he may not have attended any meeting for a leng 
tims, cr both. It is entirely possible in many sases for vou bo revive 
Lis interest sufficiently to persuade him to attend one more maviing., 
incidentally, you should always try to give a member something to do. 
If you do so the chances are excellent that he will be anactive meme 
ber for many years to come. 


Commandery Quota Mos. Jane Total L3E86C0 Monthly Ovjective 


$t. John's 40 0 0 0 Nevessary to Reach Quota 
Boston 7% 16 3 OBJe. ACT, 
Newburyport 20 13 0 Septe 55 AA 
Washington coo g o Oats 12200124 
Worcester County 48 5 #5 10 Nove 96 53 
Springfield 34 10 2 12 Dee. 88 85 
De, Molay, 54.15 9 24 Jans 103077 
Holy Sepulchre 2820 1 21 Feb. 138 
Pilgrin , a ue Oo 26 Mar. 110 
Palestine 14 2 5 7 Apr. 26 
Milford 11 3 0 3 May 104 
Sto. Bernard 6 3 0 3 June 80 
Calvary 414 3 0 8 Accumulative 
Haverhill 26 6 1 qT OBy. AcE 
O1d Colony 14 5 (0) 5 wee BLAS 
Sutton 37 9 0 9. Sept; 65 Aa 
Bethany 10 O 2 2 Oct. 175 = 168 
Winslow Lewis 14 2 0 2 Novis 271 222 
Jerusalem 20 8=63 0 3 Deco 359 306 
Hugh de Payens 39 5 2 7 Jano 462 383 
Sts Omer 20 4 #0 4 Feb. 600 
Berkshire 18 2 Oo 4 Mar. 710 
Conn.Valley em Co Apr. 836 
Woonsocket ,  ##$ 11 O O 0 May 940 
Godfrey deBoulllod 8 6 O 6 June 1000 
Joseph Warren a 3 : : Comparison 
Narragansett 
2 oy a in 2. 1960 1959 1958 1957 
Northampton 8 0 0 QO Septe 44 19 45 53 
South Ghore 11 1 0 1 Octe 168 96 140 185 
Trinity 2 9 3 12 Nove 2212 441 221 241 
Natick 18 «17 3 20 Dec. 308 225 269 312 
Coeur de Lion 28 2 O 2 Jane 883 293 349 409 
Gethsemane 32 8 6 14 Febo 419 430 520 
Olivet So) 2 2 4 Mar. 495 S11 616 
Athol 9 1 1 2 Apr» 619 623 707 
Bay State 2 8 oO 8 May 688 693 772 
Cyprus 11 6 1 7 June 768 744 832 
St. Paul 7 0 0 0 AHRHEEREHHEHHMHEEMMEMEMHMMEHHEHHNMHMO Ee 
Beauseant 22 2 is) 2 Sir Knights: 
Cambridge 9 3 Oo 3 Natick and Trinity Commanderies have 
Bethlehem 11 #16 0 16 heen added to the quota attainment List 
Orange 5 @ 0 4 for 1960. Congratulations to Em, Comdrs, 
Ivanhoe 17 8 q 18 Witiiam A. Weiss and Donald M,Sleeper, 
Quincy 20 4 #2 5 Natick Commandery now has five consecutive 
Temple 2 & 3 8 years of quota attainment. February thru 
St. Andrew 1 #3 #0 3 May are the remaining “big months" that 
Reading 21 #10 2 12 will determine our petition history in 
Thos .Smith Webb 1340 «#420 0 1960. ‘You know the need=you have the pros- 
Sir Galahad 11 _0 4 _4 pectsethere's time in which to workein 
brief,you have an opportunity to build mem: 
TOTAL 1,000 306 ‘77 883 


bership.Do you have the will and the dee 
termination to do it? Your Commandery's 
future depends on youl 
Je Leroy suede Bineeins Membership 
Progress and Publicity. 


